
Language

Italy's official language is Italian. Ethnologue has 
estimated that there are about 55 million speakers 
of the language in Italy and a further 6.7 million 
outside of the country. However, between 120 and 
150 million people use Italian as a second or 
cultural language, worldwide.
Italian, adopted by the state after the unification of 
Italy, is based on the Florentine variety of Tuscan 
and is somewhat intermediate between the Italo-
Dalmatian languages and the Gallo-Romance 
languages. Its development was also influenced by 
the Germanic languages of the post-Roman 
invaders.
Italy has numerous dialects spoken all over the 
country and some Italians cannot speak Italian at 
all. However, the establishment of a national 
education system has led to decrease in variation 
in the languages spoken across the country. 
Standardisation was further expanded in the 
1950s and 1960s thanks to economic growth and 
the rise of mass media and television (the state 
broadcaster RAI helped set a standard Italian).
Several linguistic groups are legally recognized, 
and a number of minority languages have co-
official status alongside Italian in various parts of 
the country. French is co-official in the Valle 
d’Aosta—although in fact Franco-Provencal is more 
commonly spoken there. German has the same 
status in the province of South Tyrol as, in some 
parts of that province and in parts of the 
neighbouring Trentino, does Ladin. Slovene is 
officially recognised in the provinces of Trieste, 
Gorizia and Udine in Friuli Venezia Giulia.
In these regions official documents are bilingual 
(trilingual in Ladin communities), or available upon 
request in either Italian or the co-official language. 
Traffic signs are also multilingual, except in the 
Valle d’Aosta where – with the exception of Aosta 
itself which has retained its Latin form in Italian 
(as in English) – French toponyms are generally 
used, attempts to italianise them during the 
Fascist period having been abandoned. Education 
is possible in minority languages where such 
schools are operating.

 LIRA
The lira (plural lire) was 
the currency of Italy 
between 1861 and 2002 
. Between 1999 and 
2002, the Italian lira 
was replaced by the 
euro (euro coins and 
notes were not 
introduced until 2002). 
The conversion rate is 
1,936.27 lire to the 
euro.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Currency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euro


GEOGRAPHY

Topographic 
map of Italy.

Italy is 
located in 
Southern 
Europe and 
comprises 
the boot-
shaped 
Italian 
Peninsula 
and a 
number of 
islands 
including the 
two largest, 
Sicily and 
Sardinia. It 
lies between 
latitudes 35° 
and 47° N, 
and 
longitudes 6° 
and 19° E.

The 
country's 
total area is 
301,230 km², 
of which 
294,020 km² 
is land and 
7,210 km² is 
water. 
Including the 
islands, Italy 
has a 
coastline and 
border of 
7,600 km on 
the Adriatic, 
Ionian, 
Tyrrhenian 
seas 
(740 km), 
and borders 
shared with 
France 
(488 km), 
Austria (430 
km), Slovenia 
(232 km) and 
Switzerland; 
San Marino 
(39 km) and 
Vatican City 
(3.2 km), 
both 
enclaves, 
account for 
the 
remainder.

       The 
Apennine 
Mountains 
form the 
peninsula's 
backbone and 
the Alps form 
its northern 
boundary, 
where Italy's 
highest point 
is located on 
Mont Blanc 
(4,810 
m/15,782 ft).
The Po, Italy's 
longest river 
(652 km/405 
mi), flows from 
the Alps on 
the western 
border with 
France and 
crosses the 
Padan plain 
on its way to 
the Adriatic 
Sea. The five 
largest lakes 
are, in order of 
diminishing 
size: Garda 
(367.94 km2/
142 sq mi), 
Maggiore 
(212.51 km2/
82 sq mi, 
shared with 
Switzerland), 
Como 
(145.9 km2/5
6 sq mi), 
Trasimeno 
(124.29 km2/
48 sq mi) and 
Bolsena 
(113.55 km2/
44 sq mi).
The country 
is situated at 
the meeting 
point of the 
Eurasian 
Plate and the 
African Plate, 
leading to 
considerable 
seismic and 
volcanic 
activity. 
There are , 
three of 
which are 
active: Etna 
(the 
traditional 
site of 
Vulcan’s 
smithy), 
Stromboli 
and 
Vesuvius. 
Vesuvius is 
the only 
active 
volcano in 
mainland 
Europe and 
is most 
famous for 
the 
destruction 
of Pompeii 
and 
Herculanum. 
Several 
islands and 
hills have 
been created 
by volcanic 
activity, and 
there is still a 
large active 
caldera, the 
Campi 
Flegrei north-
west of 
Naples.

Although the 
country 
comprises 
the Italian 
peninsula 
and most of 
the southern 
Alpine basin, 
some of 
Italy's 
territory 
extends 
beyond the 
Alpine basin 
and some 
islands are 
located 
outside the 
Eurasian 
continental 
shelf. These 
territories are 
the comuni 
of: Livigno, 
Sexten, 
Innichen, 
Toblach (in 
part), 
Chiusaforte, 
Tarvisio, 
Graun im 
Vinschgau (in 
part), which 
are all part of 
the Danube's 
drainage 
basin, while 
the Val di Lei 
constitutes 
part of the 
Rhine's basin 
and the 
islands of 
Lampedusa 
and 
Lampione are 
on the 
African 
continental 
shelf.

The national flag of Italy is a tricolor 
flag which features three equally sized 
vertical stripes of green, white and red 
color. The Italian flag was officially 
adopted on January 21, 1919
The tricolor of Italy features three equal 
and vertical bands. The hoist side has a 
green band; white forms the center band; 
and to the end is a red band. According 
to V Fiorini, the red and white of the flag 
were borrowed from the official colors of 
the Milanese flag and the green was 
added to represent the Civic Guards of 
Milan. When hung vertically, the flag is 
to be rotated 90 degrees. The green is 
said to represent hope and joy, the white, 
peace and honesty, and the red is 
believed to represent strength and valor.



DEMOGRAPHICS

Population 
1861–
2008. 
Number of 
inhabitants
.

Italy has 
60,626,442 
inhabitants 
according 
to 
1/1/2011 
municipal 
records 
(Anagrafe). 
Its 
population 
density, at 
201/km² 
(520/sq. 
mile), is 
higher 
than that 
of most 
Western 
European 
countries. 
However 
the 
distributio
n of the 
population 
is widely 
uneven. 
The most 
densely 
populated 
areas are 
the Po 
Valley (that 
accounts 
for almost 
a half of 
the 
national 
population) 
and the 
metropolita
n areas of 
Rome and 
Naples, 
while vast 
regions 
such as 
the Alps 
and 
Appennine
s 
highlands, 
the 
plateaus of 
Basilicata 
and the 
island of 
Sardinia 
are very 
sparsely 
populated.

The 
population 
of Italy 
almost 
doubled 
during the 
20th 
century, 
but the 
pattern of 
growth was 
extremely 
uneven 
due to 
large-scale 
internal 
migration 
from the 
rural 
South to 
the 
industrial 
cities of the 
North, a 
phenomen
on which 
happened 
as a 
consequen
ce of the 
Italian 
economic 
miracle of 
the 1950-
1960s. In 
addition, 
after 
centuries 
of net 
emigration, 
from the 
1980s Italy 
has 
experience
d large-
scale 
immigratio
n for the 
first time 
in modern 
history. 
According 
to the 
Italian 
governmen
t, there 
were 
4,570,317 
foreign 
residents 
in Italy as 
of January 
2011.

High 
fertility and 
birth rates 
persisted 
until the 
1970s, 
after which 
they start 
to 
dramaticall
y decline, 
leading to 
rapid 
population 
aging. At 
the end of 
the 2000s 
(decade), 
one in five 
Italians 
was over 
65 years 
old. 
However, 
thanks 
mainly to 
the 
massive 
immigratio
n of the 
last two 
decades, in 
recent 
years Italy 
experience
d a 
significant 
growth in 
birth rates. 
The total 
fertility 
rate has 
also 
climbed 
from an 
all-time 
low of 1.18 
children 
per woman 
in 1995 to 
1.41 in 
2008.

Largest 
cities or 
towns of 
Italy

ISTAT 
estimates 
for 31 
December 
2010

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Po_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istituto_Nazionale_di_Statistica


POLITICS

 

Giorgio Napolitano
, 11th 
President of the Italian Republic
.

Italy has been a 
unitary 
parliamentary republic
 since 2 June 
1946, when the 
monarchy was 
abolished by a 
constitutional referendum
. ThePresident
 of the Italian Republic
 (Presidente della 
Repubblica), 
currently 
Giorgio Napolitano
 since 2006, is 
Italy's 
head of state. 
The President is 
elected for a 
single seven 
years mandate 
by theParliament
 in joint session. 
Italy has a 
written 
democratic 
constitution, 
resulting from 
the work of a 
Constituent Assembly
 formed by the 
representatives 
of all the 
anti-fascist
 forces that 
contributed to 
the defeat of Nazi 
and Fascist 
forces during 
the Civil War.

Government

Italy has a 
parliamentary 
government 
based on a 
proportional
 voting system. 
The 
Parliament of Italy
 is perfectly 
bicameral: the 
two houses, the
Chamber
 of Deputies
 (that meets in 
Palazzo 
Montecitorio) 
and the 
Senate of the Republic
 (that meets in 
Palazzo Madama
), have the same 
powers. The 
Prime Minister, 
officially 
President of the Council of Ministers
 (Presidente del 
Consiglio dei 
Ministri), is 
Italy's 
head of government
. The Prime 
Minister and the 
cabinet are 
appointed by the 
President of the 
Republic, but 
must pass a vote 
of confidence in 
Parliament to 
become in office.

While the office 
is similar to 
those in most 
other 
parliamentary 
systems, the 
Italian prime 
minister has less 
authority than 
some of his 
counterparts. 
The prime 
minister is not 
authorized to 
request the 
dissolution of 
Parliament or 
dismiss 
ministers (that 
are exclusive 
prerogatives of 
the President of 
the Republic) 
and must receive 
a vote of 
approval from 
the Council of 
Ministers—
which holds 
effective 
executive power
—to execute 
most political 
activities.

 

           
Palazzo 
Montecitorio
, seat of the 
Italian Chamber of Deputies
.
After the 
resignation of 
Silvio Berlusconi
 on 12 November 
2011, economist 
Mario Monti has 
been appointed 
as a technocratic 
Prime Minister. 
The Italy's four 
major political 
parties are the 
People of Freedom
, the 
Democratic Party
, the 
Northern League
 and the 
Italy of Values. 
During the 
2008 general elections
 these four 
parties won 590 
out of 630 seats 
available in the 
Chamber of 
Deputies and 
308 out of 315 
seats available in 
the Senate of the 
Republic.

Most of the 
remaining seats 
were won by 
minor parties 
that only contest 
election in one 
part of Italy, like 
the 
South Tyrolean People's Party
 and the 
Movement for Autonomies
. However, 
during the last 3 
years, a so called 
"Third Pole" 
emerged, 
merging the 
Christian 
Democrats of 
UDC with some 
dissident MPs 
coming from Mr. 
Berlusconi's 
cabinet.

A peculiarity of 
the 
Italian Parliament
 is the 
representation 
given to Italian 
citizens
permanently 
living abroad 
(about 3.6 
million people): 
12 Deputies and 
6 Senators 
elected in four 
distinct 
overseas constituencies
. In addition, the 
Italian Senate is 
characterized 
also by a small 
number of 
senators for life, 
appointed by the 
President "for 
outstanding 
patriotic merits 
in the social, 
scientific, artistic 
or literary field". 
Former 
Presidents of the 
Republic are ex 
officio life 
senators.
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RELIGION

Roman 
Catholici
sm is by 
far the 
largest 
religion 
in the 
country, 
although 
the 
Catholic 
Church 
is no 
longer 
officially 
the state 
religion. 
The 
proportio
n of 
Italians 
that 
identify 
themselv
es as 
Roman 
Catholic 
is 87.8%, 
although 
only 
about 
one-third 
of these 
described 
themselv
es as 
active 
members 
(36.8%). 
Most 
Italians 
believe in 
God, or a 
form of a 
spiritual 
life force. 

Christian
ity

The 
Italian 
Catholic 
Church 
is part of 
the global 
Roman 
Catholic 
Church, 
under 
the 
spiritual 
leadershi
p of the 
Pope, 
curia in 
Rome, 
and the 
Conferen
ce of 
Italian 
Bishops. 
In 
addition 
to Italy, 
two other 
sovereign 
nations 
are 
included 
in 
Italian-
based 
dioceses, 
the 
enclaves 
of San 
Marino 
and 
Vatican 
City. 
There are 
225 
dioceses 
in the 
Italian 
Catholic 
Church, 
see 
further in 
this 
article 
and in 
the 
article 
List of 
the 
Roman 
Catholic 
dioceses 
in Italy.

Italy has a rich Catholic culture, especially as numerous Catholic saints, martyrs and 
popes were Italian themselves. Roman Catholicism is the largest religion and 
denomination in Italy, with around 87.8% of Italians considering themselves Catholic. 
Italy is also home to the greatest number of cardinals in the world, and is the country 
with the greatest number of Roman Catholic churches per capita. Starting from the 
1980s, Immigration from Subsaharan Africa has increased the size of Baptist, 
Anglican, Pentecostal and Evangelical communities in Italy, while immigration from 
Eastern Europe has established large Eastern Orthodox communities.
 During the Holocaust, Italy took in many Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany. 
However, with the creation of the Nazi-backed puppet Italian Social Republic, about 
15% of Italy's Jews were killed, despite the Fascist government's refusal to deport Jews 
to Nazi death camps. This, together with the emigration that preceded and followed the 
Second World War, has left only a small community of around 45,000 Jews in Italy 
today.
Due to rising immigration, there has been an increase in non-Christian faiths. In 2009, 
there were 1.0 million Muslims in Italy forming 1.6 percent of population, although 
only 50,000 hold Italian citizenship. Independent estimates put the Islamic population 
in Italy anywhere from 0.8 million to 1.5 million. There are more than 200,000 
followers of faiths originating in the Indian subcontinent with some 70,000 Sikhs with 
22 gurdwaras across the country, 70,000 Hindus, and 50,000 Buddhists. There are an 
estimated some 4,900 Bahá'ís in Italy in 2005.



CULTURE
 Italy did not exist as a state until the country's unification in 1861. Due to this comparatively late unification, and the 

historical autonomy of the regions that comprise the Italia  Peninsula, many traditions and customs that are now 
recognized as distinctly Italian can be identified by their regions of origin. Despite the political and social distinction of 
these regions, Italy's contributions to the cultural and historical heritage of Europe and the world remain immense. Italy 
is home to the greatest number of UNESCO World Heritage Sites  to date, and has rich collections of art, culture and 
literature from many different periods. The country has had a broad cultural influence worldwide, also because numerous 
Italians emigrated to other places during the Italian diaspora. Furthermore, the nation has, overall, an estimated 100,000 
monuments of any sort (museums, palaces, buildings, statues, churches, art galleries, villas, fountains, historic houses 
and archaeological remains).

 Architecture Italy has a very broad and diverse architectural style, which cannot be simply classified by period, but also 
by region, due to Italy's division into several city-states until 1861. However, this has created a highly diverse and eclectic 
range in architectural designs. Italy is known for its considerable architectural achievements, such as the construction of 
arches, domes and similar structures during ancient Rome, the founding of the  Renaissance architectural movement in 
the late-14th to 16th century, and being the homeland of Palladianism, a style of construction which inspired movements 
such as that of Neoclassical architecture, and influenced the designs which noblemen built their country houses all over 
the world, notably in the UK, Australia and the US during the late-17th to early 20th centuries. Several of the finest works 
in Western architecture, such as the Colosseum, the Milan Cathedral and Florence cathedral, the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
and the building designs of Venice are found in Italy.

 The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci: equally to Mona Lisa, it is the most famous, most reproduced and most parodied 
portrait and religious painting of all time.

 Over the centuries, Italian art has gone through many stylistic changes. Italian painting is traditionally characterized by a 
warmth of colour and light, as exemplified in the works of Caravaggio and Titian, and a preoccupation with religious 
figures and motifs. Italian painting enjoyed preeminence in Europe for hundreds of years, from the Romanesque and 
Gothic periods, and through the Renaissance and Baroque periods, the latter two of which saw fruition in Italy. Notable 
artists who fall within these periods include Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Donatello, Botticelli, Fra Angelico, 
Tintoretto, Caravaggio, Bernini, Titian and Raphael.

 Thereafter, Italy was to experience a continual subjection to foreign powers which caused a shift of focus to political 
matters, leading to its decline as the artistic authority in Europe. Not until 20th century Futurism, primarily through the 
works of Umberto Boccioni and Giacomo Balla, would Italy recapture any of its former prestige as a seminal place of 
artistic evolution. Futurism was succeeded by the metaphysical paintings of Giorgio de Chirico, who exerted a strong 
influence on the Surrealists and generations of artists to follow.

 Literature and theatre Dante, poised between the mountain of purgatory and the city of Florence, displays the famous 
incipit Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita in a detail of Domenico di Michelino's painting, Florence 1465.

 The basis of the modern Italian language was established by the Florentine poet Dante Alighieri, whose greatest work, the 
Divine Comedy, is considered amongst the foremost literary statements produced in Europe during the Middle Ages. 
There is no shortage of celebrated literary figures in Italy: Giovanni Boccaccio, Giacomo Leopardi, Alessandro Manzoni, 
Torquato Tasso, Ludovico Ariosto, and Petrarch, whose best-known vehicle of expression, the sonnet, was invented in 
Italy.

 Prominent philosophers include Giordano Bruno, Marsilio Ficino, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Giambattista Vico. Modern 
literary figures and Nobel laureates are nationalist poet Giosuè Carducci in 1906, realist writer Grazia Deledda in 1926, 
modern theatre author Luigi Pirandello in 1936, poets Salvatore Quasimodo in 1959 and Eugenio Montale in 1975, 
satirist and theatre author Dario Fo in 1997.

 Italian theatre can be traced back to the Roman tradition which was heavily influenced by the Greek; as with many other 
literary genres, Roman dramatists tended to adapt and translate from the Greek. For example, Seneca's Phaedra was 
based on that of Euripides, and many of the comedies of Plautus were direct translations of works by Menander. During 
the 16th century and on into the 18th century, Commedia dell'arte was a form of improvisational theatre, and it is still 
performed today. Travelling troupes of players would set up an outdoor stage and provide amusement in the form of 
juggling, acrobatics, and, more typically, humorous plays based on a repertoire of established characters with a rough 
storyline, called canovaccio.

Sport
Italy has a long sporting tradition. In numerous sports, both individual and team, Italy has good representation and many 
successes. The most popular sport is by far football. Basketball and volleyball are the next most popular/played, with 
Italy having a rich tradition in both. Italy has also got strong traditions in cycling, tennis, athletics, fencing, winter sports 
and rugby. Italian Scuderia Ferrari is the oldest surviving team in Grand Prix racing, having competed since 1948, and 
statistically the most successful Formula One team in history with a record of 15 drivers' championships and 16 
constructors' championships.
Fashion and design
Italian fashion has a long tradition, and is regarded as one of the most important in the world. Milan, Florence and Rome 
are Italy's main fashion capitals.  Major Italian fashion labels, such as Gucci, Prada, Versace, Valentino, Armani, Dolce & 
Gabbana, Missoni, Fendi, Moschino, Max Mara and Ferragamo, to name a few, are regarded as amongst the finest 
fashion houses in the world. Also, the fashion magazine Vogue Italia, is considered the most important and prestigious 
fashion magazine in the world.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Peninsula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoclassical_architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milan_Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaning_Tower_of_Pisa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaning_Tower_of_Pisa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaning_Tower_of_Pisa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mona_Lisa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dante_Alighieri
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludovico_Ariosto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dario_Fo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scuderia_Ferrari


 Music

 Giacomo Puccini, Italian composer whose operas, including La bohème, Tosca, Madama Butterfly, and Turandot, are among the 
most frequently worldwide performed in the standard repertoire.

 From folk music to classical, music has always played an important role in Italian culture. Instruments associated with classical 
music, including the piano and violin, were invented in Italy, and many of the prevailing classical music forms, such as the 
symphony, concerto, and sonata, can trace their roots back to innovations of 16th and 17th century Italian music.

 Italy's most famous composers include the Renaissance composers Palestrina and Monteverdi, the Baroque composers 
Alessandro Scarlatti, Corelli and Vivaldi, the Classical composers Paganini and Rossini, and the Romanti composers Verdi and 
Puccini. Modern Italian composers such as Berio and Nono proved significant in the development of experimental and electronic 
music. While the classical music tradition still holds strong in Italy, as evidenced by the fame of its innumerable opera houses, 
such as La Scala of Milan and San Carlo of Naples, and performers such as the pianist Maurizio Pollini and the late tenor 
Luciano Pavarotti, Italians have been no less appreciative of their thriving contemporary music scene.

 Italy is widely known for being the birthplace of opera.Italian opera was believed to have been founded in the early 17th century, 
in Italian cities such as Mantua and Venice. Later, works and pieces composed by native Italian composers of the 19th and early 
20th centuries, such as Rossini, Bellini, Donizetti, Verdi and Puccini, are amongst the most famous operas ever written and 
today are performed in opera houses across the world. La Scala operahouse in Milan is also renowned as one of the best in the 
world. Famous Italian opera singers include Enrico Caruso, Alessandro Bonci, the late Luciano Pavarotti, and Andrea Bocelli, to 
name a few.

 Introduced in the early 1920s, jazz took a particularly strong foothold in Italy, and remained popular despite the xenophobic 
cultural policies of the Fascist regime. Today, the most notable centers of jazz music in Italy include Milan, Rome, and Sicily. 
Later, Italy was at the forefront of the progressive rock movement of the 1970s, with bands like PFM and Goblin. Italy was also 
an important country in the development of disco and electronic music, with Italo disco, known for its futuristic sound and 
prominent usage of synthesizers and drum machines, being one of the earliest electronic dance genres, as well as European 
forms of disco music aside from Euro disco (which later went on to influence several genres such as Eurodance and Nu-disco).

 Producers/songwriters such as Giorgio Moroder, who won three Academy Awards for his music, were highly influential in the 
development of EDM (electronic dance music). Today, Italian pop music is represented annually with the Sanremo Music 
Festival, which served as inspiration for the Eurovision song contest, and the Festival of Two Worlds in Spoleto. Singers such as 
pop diva Mina, classical crossover artist Andrea Bocelli, Grammy winner Laura Pausini, and European chart-topper Eros 
Ramazzotti have attained international acclaim.

 Cinema

 Federico Fellini, considered one of the most influential and widely revered filmmakers of the 20th century.

 The history of Italian cinema began a few months after the Lumière brothers began motion picture exhibitions. The first Italian 
film was a few seconds long, showing Pope Leo XIII giving a blessing to the camera. The Italian film industry was born between 
1903 and 1908 with three companies: the Società Italiana Cines, the Ambrosio Film and the Itala Film. Other companies soon 
followed in Milan and in Naples. In a short time these first companies reached a fair producing quality, and films were soon sold 
outside Italy. Cinema was later used by Benito Mussolini, who founded Rome's renowned Cinecittà studio for the production of 
Fascist propaganda until World War II.

 After the war, Italian film was widely recognised and exported until an artistic decline around the 1980s. Notable Italian film 
directors from this period include Vittorio De Sica, Federico Fellini, Sergio Leone, Pier Paolo Pasolini, Luchino Visconti, 
Michelangelo Antonioni and Dario Argento. Movies include world cinema treasures such as La dolce vita, The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly and Bicycle Thieves. The mid-1940s to the early 1950s was the heyday of neorealist films, reflecting the poor condition 
of post-war Italy.

 As the country grew wealthier in the 1950s, a form of neorealism known as pink neorealism succeeded, and other film genres, 
such as sword-and-sandal followed as spaghetti westerns, were popular in the 1960s and 1970s. In recent years, the Italian 
scene has received only occasional international attention, with movies like La vita è bella directed by Roberto Benigni and Il 
postino with Massimo Troisi.

 Science

 Galileo is considered one of the fathers of modern science.

 Through the centuries, Italy has given birth to some notable scientific minds. Amongst them, and perhaps the most famous 
polymath in history, Leonardo da Vinci made several contributions to a variety of fields including art, biology, and technology. 
Galileo Galilei was a physicist, mathematician, and astronomer who played a major role in the Scientific Revolution. His 
achievements include improvements to the telescope and consequent astronomical observations, and support for Copernicanism. 
The physicist Enrico Fermi, a Nobel prize laureate, was the leader of the team that built the first nuclear reactor and is also 
noted for his many other contributions to physics, including the co-development of the quantum theory.

 A brief overview of some other notable figures includes the astronomer Giovanni Domenico Cassini, who made many important 
discoveries about the Solar System; the physicist Alessandro Volta, inventor of the electric battery; the mathematicians 
Lagrange, Fibonacci, and Gerolamo Cardano, whose Ars Magna is generally recognized as the first modern treatment on 
mathematics, made fundamental advances to the field.

 Marcello Malpighi, a doctor and founder of microscopic anatomy; the biologist Lazzaro Spallanzani, who conducted important 
research in bodily functions, animal reproduction, and cellular theory; the physician, pathologist, scientist, and Nobel laureate 
Camillo Golgi, whose many achievements include the discovery of the Golgi complex, and his role in paving the way to the 
acceptance of the Neuron doctrine; and Guglielmo Marconi, who received the Nobel Prize in Physics for the invention of radio.
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HISTORY OF ITALY

Prehistory and antiquity
The Ancient peoples of pre-Roman Italy – such as the Umbrians,the Latins (from which the Romans emerged), Volsci, Samnites, 
the Celts and the Ligures which inhabited northern Italy, and many others – were Indo-European peoples; the main historic 
peoples of non-Indo-European heritage include the Etruscans, the Elymians and Sicani in Sicily and the prehistoric 
Sardinians. Between the 17th and the 11th century BC Mycenaean Greeks established contacts with Italy and in the 8th and 
7th centuries BC 
Greek colonies were established all along the coast of Sicily and the southern part of the Italian Peninsula became known as 
Magna Graecia. 
Also the Phoenicians established colonies on the coasts of Sardinia and Sicily.
Ancient Rome was at first a small agricultural community founded c. the 8th century BC, that grew over the course of the 
centuries into a colossal empire encompassing the whole Mediterranean Sea, in which Ancient Greek and Roman cultures 
merged into one civilization. 
This civilization was so influential that parts of it survive in modern law, administration, philosophy and arts, forming the 
ground that Western civilization is based upon. 
In a slow decline since the late 2th century AD, the empire finally broke into two parts in 395 AD: the Western Roman Empire 
and the Eastern Roman Empire. 
The western part –  under the pressure of the Franks, the Vandals, the Huns, the Goths and other populations from Eastern 
Europe – finally dissolved in 476 AD, when the last western Emperor was deposed by the Barbarian chief Odoacer.

Middle ages
After the fall of Rome, Italy was conquered by the Germanic Tribe of the Ostrogoths, but in the 6th century the East Roman 
Emperor Justinian reconquered it.
 The invasion of another Germanic tribe (the Lombards) late in the same century reduced the Byzantine presence to a strip of 
land between Ravenna and Rome plus other ands in southern Italy, breaking the unity of the peninsula until 1870.
The Lombard reign of northern and central Italy was absorbed into the Frankish Empire by Charlemagne in the late 8th 
century. The Frankish kings also helped the formation of the Papal States in central Italy, extending from Rome to Ravenna, 
although for most of the Middle Ages the Papacy effectively controlled only Latium. The existence of this theocratic state 
hindered for centuries the unification of the peninsula. Until the 13th century, Italian politics were dominated by the 
relationship between the German Holy Roman Emperors and the popes, with most of the Italian cities siding for the former 

(Ghibellini) or for the latter Guelfi) depending from momentary convenience.
It was during this vacuum of authority that the Italy saw the rise of a peculiar institution, the medieval commune. In the 
anarchic conditions that often prevailed in medieval Italian city-states, people organised themselves to restore order and 
disarm the feuding elites. In the 12th century, a league of comuni, the lombard League, defeated the German emperor 
Frederick Barbarossa, leading to a process granting effective independence to most of northern and central Italian cities. 
Despite the devastation of the numerous wars, Italy maintained, especially in the north and center, a relatively developed 
urban civilization.
During the same period, Italy saw the rise of numerous Maritime Republics, the most notable being Venice, Genoa, Pisa and 
Amalfi. 
Heavily involved in the Crusades, they took advantage of political and trading opportunities. Venice and Genoa soon became 
Europe's main gateways to trade with the East, establishing colonies as far as the Black Sea and often ontrolling most of the 
trade with the Byzantine Empire and the Islamic Mediterranean world. The county of Savoy expanded its territory into the 
peninsula in the late Middle Ages, while Florence developed into a highly  organized commercial and financial city-state, 
becoming for many centuries the European capital of silk, wool, banking and jewelry.
In the south, Byzantine Sicily had become an Islamic emirate in the 9th century, thriving until the Italo-Normans conquered it 
in the late 11th century together with most of the Lombard and Byzantine states of southern Italy. Through a complex series of 
events, southern Italy developed as a unified kingdom, first under the House of Hohenstaufen, 
then under the Capetian House of Anjou and, from the 15th century, the house of Aragon (although Sicily was a separate 
Aragonese kingdom from the late 13th to the 15th century). In Sardinia, the former Byzantine provinces became independent 
states known as giudicati, although most of the island was under Genoese or Pisan control until the Aragonese conquered it in 
the 15th century.
Early Modern 
The Black Death pandemic in 1348 left its mark on Italy by killing one third of the population. However, the recovery from the 
disaster of the Black Death led to a resurgence of cities, trade and economy which greatly stimulated the successive phases of 
Humanism and Renaissance, cultural movements both born in the peninsula, and later spread in Europe.
In the 14th and 15th centuries, Northern and upper Central Italy were divided into a number of warring city-states, the rest of 
the peninsula being occupied by the larger Papal States and Naples. 
The strongest among these city-states annexed the surrounding territories giving birth to the Signorie, regional states led by 
merchant families which founded local dynasties.
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Dominated by merchant oligarchies, they enjoyed a relative freedom and nurtured academic and artistic 
advancement. Warfare between the states was common, invasion from outside Italy confined to intermittent 
sorties of Holy Roman Emperors. These wars were primarily fought by armies of mercenaries known as condottieri
, bands of soldiers drawn from around Europe, but especially Germany and Switzerland, led largely by Italian 
captains.
Decades of fighting eventually saw Florence, Milan and Venice emerge as the dominant players that agreed to the 
Peace of Lodi in 1454, which saw relative calm brought to the region for the first time in centuries. This peace 
would hold for the next forty years, and Venice's unquestioned hegemony over the sea also led to unprecedented 
peace for much of the rest of the 15th century. The Italian Renaissance peaked in the mid-16th century as 
foreign invasions plunged the region into the turmoil of the Italian Wars. However, the ideas and ideals of the 
Renaissance endured and even spread into the rest of Europe, setting off theNorthern Renaissance, and the 
English Renaissance.
In the meantime, the discovery of the Americas, the new routes to Asia discovered by the Portuguese and the rise 
of the Ottoman Empire—all factors which eroded the traditional Italian dominance in trade with the East – 
started the economic decline of the peninsula.
The triumph of Napoleon at the Battle of Marengo placed Italy under French control and paved him the way to 
become Emperor.
Following the Italian Wars (1494 to 1559), Italy saw a long period of relative peace, first under Habsburg Spain
 (1559 to 1713) and then under Habsburg Austria (1713 to 1796). The plague repeatedly returned to haunt Italy 
throughout the 14th to 17th centuries. In the first half of the 17th century, a plague claimed some 1.7 million 
victims, or about 14% of Italy’s population. As Spain declined in the 17th century, so did its Italian possessions 
in Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and Milan. Southern Italy was impoverished, stagnant, and cut off from the 
mainstream of events in Europe. Despite that, Italy kept making its contribution to the European culture, giving 
birth to the Baroque Style.
In the 18th century, as a result of the War of Spanish Succession, Austria replaced Spain as the dominant 
foreign power, while the House of Savoy emerged as a major regional power expanding to Piedmont and Sardinia. 
In this century, the ideas of the Enlightenment influenced the Italian rulers, paving the way to reforms which 
started an economic recovery in northern Italy and Tuscany.
During the Napoleonic Wars, the northern and central parts of the country were invaded and later partly annexed 
to the Empire and partly reorganized as a new Kingdom of Italy—essentially a client state of the French Empire
— while the southern half of the peninsula was administered by Joachim Murat, Napoleon's brother-in-law, who 
was crowned as King of Naples. The 1814 Congress of Vienna restored the situation of the late 18th century, but 
the ideals of the French Revolution could not be eradicated.

The legendary "handshake of Teano" between Giuseppe Garibaldi and Victor Emmanuel II: on 26 October 1860, 
General Garibaldi sacrificed republican hopes for the sake of Italian unity under a monarchy.
The creation of the Kingdom of Italy was the result of efforts by Italian nationalists and monarchists loyal to the 
House of Savoy to establish a united state encompassing the entireItalian Peninsula. In the context of the 
1848 liberal revolutions that swept through Europe, an unsuccessful war was declared on Austria. The 
Kingdom of Sardinia again attacked the Austrian Empire in the Second Italian War of Independence of 1859, with 
the aid of France, resulting in liberating Lombardy.
In 1860–61, Giuseppe Garibaldi led the drive for unification in Naples and Sicily, allowing the Sardinian 
government led by the Count of Cavourto declare a united Italian kingdom on 17 March 1861. In 1866, 
Victor Emmanuel II allied withPrussia during the Austro-Prussian War, waging the 
Third Italian War of Independence which allowed Italy to annex Venetia. Finally, as France during the disastrous 
Franco-Prussian War of 1870 abandoned its garrisons in Rome, the Savoy rushed to fill the power gap by taking 
over the Papal States.
Italian infantrymen in 1916. More than 650,000 Italian soldiers lost their lives on the battlefields of World War I.
The Sardinian Albertine Statute of 1848, extended to the whole Kingdom of Italy in 1861, provided for basic 
freedoms, but electoral laws excluded the non-propertied and uneducated classes from voting. The government of 
the new kingdom took place in a framework of parliamentary constitutional monarchy dominated by liberal 
forces. In 1913, male universal suffrage was adopted. As Northern Italy quickly industrialized, the South and 
rural areas of North remained underdeveloped and overpopulated, forcing millions of people to migrate abroad, 
while the Italian Socialist Party constantly increased in strength, challenging the traditional liberal and 
conservative establishment.
Starting from the last two decades of the 19th century, Italy developed into a colonial power by forcing Somalia, 
Eritrea and later Libya and theDodecanese under its rule. During World War I, Italy at first stayed neutral, but in 
1915 signed the Treaty of London, entering the Entente on the promise of receiving Trento, Trieste, Gorizia and 
Gradisca, Istria and northern Dalmatia from theAustro-Hungarian Empire—as well as parts of theOttoman
 Empire. During the war, more than 650,000 Italian soldiers died, and the economy collapsed. Under the Peace 
Treaties of Saint-Germain, Rapallo and Rome, Italy obtained most of the promised territories, including the 
Hungarian harbour of Fiume, but not Dalmatia (except Zara), allowing nationalists to define the victory as 
"mutilated"
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Fascist regime
Main articles: Italian Fascism and Military history of Italy during World War II
Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler in 1940.
The turbulence that followed the devastation of World War I, inspired by the Russian Revolution, led to turmoil and 
anarchy. The liberal establishment, fearing a socialist revolution, started to endorse the small National Fascist Party, led 
by Benito Mussolini. In October 1922 the fascists attempted a coup (the "March on Rome"), supported by king 
Victor Emmanuel III. Over the next few years, Mussolini banned all political parties and curtailed personal liberties, thus 
forming a dictatorship.
In 1935, Mussolini invaded Ethiopia, resulting in an international alienation and leading to Italy's withdrawal from the 
League of Nations. Consequently, Italy allied with Nazi Germany and Empire of Japan and strongly supported Franco in 
the Spanish civil war.
In 1939, Italy occupied Albania, a de factoprotectorate for decades, and entered World War II in June 1940 on the side of 
the Axis powers. Mussolini, wanting a quick victory like Hitler's Blitzkriegs in Poland and France, invaded Greecein 
October 1940, but was forced to accept a humiliating stalemate after a few months. At the same time, Italy, after initially 
conquering British Somalia and parts of Egypt, saw an allied counter-attack lead to the loss of all possessions in theHorn
 of Africa and in North Africa.
Italy was then invaded by the Allies in July 1943, leading to the collapse of the Fascist regime and the fall of Mussolini. In 
September 1943, Italy surrendered. The country remained a battlefield for the rest of the war, as the allies were moving up 
from the south as the north was the base for loyalist Italian fascist and German Nazi forces, fought also by the 
Italian resistance movement. The hostilities ended on 2 May 1945. Nearly half a million Italians (including civilians) died in 
the conflict, and the Italian economy had been all but destroyed; per capita income in 1944 was at its lowest point since 
the beginning of the 20th century.
Italian Republic
History of the Italian Republic
Alcide De Gasperi, first republican Prime Minister of Italy and one of the Founding Fathers of European Union.
Italy became a republic after a referendum held on 2 June 1946, a day celebrated since as Republic Day. This was also the 
first time that Italian women were entitled to vote. Victor Emmanuel III's son, Umberto II, was forced to abdicate and 
exiled. The Republican Constitutionwas approved on 1 January 1948. Under the Paris Peace Treaties of 1947, the eastern 
border area was lost to Yugoslavia, and, later, the Free Territory of Trieste was divided between the two states.
Fears in the Italian electorate of a possible Communist takeover proved crucial for the first universal suffrage electoral 
outcome on 18 April 1948, when the Christian Democrats, under the leadership of Alcide De Gasperi, obtained a landslide 
victory. Consequently, in 1949 Italy became a member of NATO. The Marshall Planhelped to revive the Italian economy 
which, until the late 1960s, enjoyed a period of sustained economic growth commonly called the "Economic Miracle". In 
1957, Italy was a founding member of the European Economic Community (EEC), which became the European Union (EU) 
in 1993.
The 1957 Treaties of Rome signing ceremony. Italy is a founding member of the European Union.
From the late 1960s until the early 1980s, the country experienced the Years of Lead, a period characterized by economic 
crisis (especially after the 1973 oil crisis), widespread social conflicts and terrorist massacres carried out by opposing 
extremist groups, with the alleged involvement of US intelligence. The Years of Lead culminated in the assassination of the 
Christian Democrat leader Aldo Moro in 1978, an event that deeply affected the whole country.
In the 1980s, for the first time since 1945, two governments were led by non-Christian-Democrat premiers: one liberal (
Giovanni Spadolini) and one socialist (Bettino Craxi); the Christian Democrats remained, however, the main government 
party. During Craxi's government, the economy recovered and Italy became the world's fifth largest industrial nation, 
gaining entry into the G7 Group. However, as a result of his spending policies, the Italian national debt skyrocketed during 
the Craxi era, soon passing 100% of the GDP.
In the early 1990s, Italy faced significant challenges, as voters – disenchanted with political paralysis, massive public debt 
and the extensive corruption system (known as Tangentopoli) uncovered by the 'Clean Hands' investigation – demanded 
radical reforms. The scandals involved all major parties, but especially those in the government coalition: the Christian 
Democrats, who ruled for almost 50 years, underwent a severe crisis and eventually disbanded, splitting up into several 
factions. The Communists reorganized as a social-democratic force. During the 1990s and the 2000s (decade), centre-right 
(dominated by media magnate Silvio Berlusconi) and centre-left coalitions alternatively governed the country, which 
entered a prolonged period of economic stagnation.
Administrative divisions
Italy is subdivided into 20 regions (regioni, singular regione), five of these regions having aspecial autonomous status that 
enables them to enact legislation on some of their local matters. The country is further divided into 110 provinces 
(province) and 8,100 municipalities (comuni). There are also 15 metropolitan cities (città metropolitane), established in 2009, 
but this administrative division is not yet operational.
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